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EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL
IMPROVEMENT. BY F. E. OLIVER, M.D., SECRETARY.

March 14.-th.—Cancer of the ¡¡ladder. Specimen, shown by Dr.
Jackson, was received from Dr. Mack, with the following history of
the case by Dr. Benjamin Cox, Jr., of Salem.
"Mr.,'——, ast. 50 years, died March 12, 1859. He was a shoe-

maker by trade, and for many years he had applied himself very closely
to his business, often working from twelve to sixteen hours per day. Ho
was about 5 feet 0 inches in height, well proportioned, and weighed
L40 pounds. He was of a nervous temperament. He was strictly
temperate, and in all his moral habits ho was, I believe, correct. His
health, previous to his last sickness, had been generally good. Prom
his ancestors, both paternal and maternal, he inherited a sound con-
stitution ; for generations back they were remarkable for their longe-
vity. Ill's father was nearly 8 t years old when he died; his mother,
aged 82, is yet living.
About two years ago, Mr.-consulted me at my office, on ac-

count of an urinary affection. He said, that for eight years (and he
could fix the time positively as far back as that, by a particular cir-
cumstance, which he recalled) he had been annoyed by frequent and
irresistible calls to pass water. For several years this was the only
symptom, but for nearly two years he had suffered considerable pain
in the bladder when he made water, and especially so if he tried to
retain it", even for a few moments, after the desire to evacuate it was
experienced ; and constantly lie liad an uneasy sensation there, and
likewise, sometimes, smarting, cutting pains along the urethra, and in
the glans penis. The quantity of mine in twenty-four hours was large,
averaging (wo quarts ; it was frequently bloody, tho blood being often
evacuated in clots, and sometimes it liad an offensive odor.
" Besides these local symptoms, he complained of some constitu-

tional disturbances, the principal of which were loss of energy and
strength, occasional nausea and vomiting, and, every month or two,
more or less, attacks of what he called bilious colic, and constipation.
His general appearance at this time did not indicate any grave disease.
The expression of his countenance was animated and natural ; the skin
healthy in color, in moisture, and in temperature ; the tongue was
clean ; the appetite was usually good ; the circulation was natural :
he had not lost a pound of flesh. He wras very much disturbed, and
his sleep interrupted by the frequency of the calls to urinate ; during
the intervals, his sleep was quiet and refreshing.
" 1 introduced a sound into tho bladder. The passage of the instru-

ment then, and always afterward, occasioned very acute pain through
tho whole course of the urethra, but the most exquisitely painful part
was through the prostate. The bladder was so contracted, as I then
thought, that the sound could not be moved about at all, but its pre-
sence in the Madder did not cause any complaint of pain, cither in that
organ or the urethra; it was only while it was being introduced thai
the suffering was experienced. Only a few drops of blood followed
the withdrawal oi' the instrument. Never did the employment of a
catheter or sound occasion much bleeding but once. This was six or
eight weeks before his death. Then, in consultation with Dr. Mack,
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a catheter was introduced, and two or throe ounces of tepid water
were injected. This distension of the organ produced the most in-
tense suffering for the ihw minutes the water was retained ; it was
voided nearly colorless, but it had a very offensive smell. He suffer-
ed extreme pain the next twelve hours, and, according to the report
of his brother, who watched him, he lost that night about two quarts
of blood. For the last year of his life, but more especially during the
last four or fivo months, he discharged a great deal of blood, sometimes
in a liquid form, but frequently in clots, with much effort and strain-
ing, and with great distress. 1 have often seen in the urinal two.
three, and four ounces of coagulated blood, in separate clots, some of
them so largo that it seemed impossible they could have passed
through the canal. He wrould bleed in this way, losing a pound of
blood or more a day for several days in succession ; then for four, five
or six days the urine would be only slightly discolored.
" The quantity of urine continued to be large till within a few days

before his death, certainly as much, upon an average, as two quarts
daily.
" I had it analyzed many times, but as I have lost my record of the

analyses I can only State, in general terms, that its specific gravity
was only a little less than natural, I think usually about 1012 ; com-
monly it was acid, sometimes slightly alkaline, but not fixed, however.
It always contained blood, albumen, pus, large quantities of mucus,
an abundance of epithelial scales, casts of urinary tubes, and some-
times oxalatc of time.
"About a year ago, his general health began-perceptibly to fail.

He gradually became pale and emaciated ; his gait in walking was
slower and less elastic, so that any one noticing him as he passed
along tho street during the last summer, would at once perceive
that ho was an invalid. He continued to work at his trade till about
the last of August, and he was not wholly confined to the house till
near the close of the year. He failed rapidly the last throe or four
weeks, and suffered much till a week before death. The last three
days he was in a drowsy, sleepy condition, without being at all coma-
tose. When spoken to, or aroused, his mind was strong and clear.
" Scctio Cadaveris.—Body much emaciated.
" Brain not examined.
" Chest.—Lungs, in situ, perfectly healthy. No adhesions. A por-

tion of the lower lobe of the left lung partially solidified ; something
like grey hepatization of it. This change took place a short timo be-
fore death. Heart, and vessels connected with it, normal.
Abdomen.—Stomach, pancreas, spleen, liver, gall-bladder, intes-

tines and mescntcric glands, all normal. The kidneys aud bladder,
you know their condition. The omentum adhered to tho fundus of
tho bladder for a space of about half an inch, just over where the tu-
mor within was rooted ; you can now probably see the spot in the
specimen."
The tumor, which projects into the cavity and from the fundus of

the bladder, is perfectly defined, of a circular form, about four inches
in diameter and two inches in elevation ; the mucous membrane stop-
ping abruptly around the base. It has a dead-white color, a fibrinous
consistence, and considerable friability, so that it has been broken into
in some places by handling. The external surface is rough, but the
general form rounded. In structure it is uniform, nowhere at all vas-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at WEILL CORNELL MEDICAL COLLEGE LIBRARY on August 14, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



eular, and showing nowhere any of the usual appearances of cancer.
Under the microscope, Dr. Ellis has found no cancer cells, nor, indeed,
any definite appearances. Not very far from the tumor is a white
deposit in or beneath the mucous membrane, and about a line in dia-
meter ; and otherwise the bladder appears quite healthy, being nei-
ther fasciculated nor remarkable as to its size. Upon the peritoneal
surface, corresponding to the tumor, there is no appearance of morbid
deposit.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, APRIL 7, 1859.

THE HEALTH OF LARGE CITIES.
There are many important questions affecting the health of largo

cities which should interest the public, as well as the medical profes-
sion and the recognized conservators of public health—such as Boards
oí' Health, City Physicians, Special Committees appointed to examine
hygienic questions, &c. &c. Many of these subjects we have previ-
ously brought forward, in the pages of the Journal, with more or less
particularity. Prominent amongst them is the always important sub-
ject of- drainage—carelessness or half-way proceedings about which
are not only short-sighted policy and poor economy, but downright
unfaithfulness in duty and treachery to the common weal. Our own
lity has severely felt the evils of foul emanations in a certain quarter
—we refer to the Charles Street nuisance of last summer—but wo arc
happy to know that every eifert is, in general, promptly made by our
municipal authorities, not only to annul existing evils of this descrip-
tion, but—what is far better—to foresee and prevent their occurrence.
As we have remarked, not long since, our community has every reason
to be satisfied with, and to congratulate itself, indeed, upon the vigi-
.lance and care manifested by our City Physician in these and other
matters appropriately entrusted to his supervision. As we grow in
age, may we not only maintain, but even increase in, the virtuos of
cleanliness ami wise sanitary provisions of every description.
In this connection, we may appropriately refer to an interesting

summary—which wo observe in the Boston Evening Transcript of
March 25th, 1859—relative to the Life and Death Statistics of Lon-
don. The proportions of births and deaths, in that immense empori-
um, are in much the same proportion as they are found to lie else-
where. There is usually an excess of male over female births every-
where ; and whioh is a wise regulation of Providence, to meet that,
subsequent loss of males, by casualty and exposure, which is so con-

stant a result of the circumstances of human life. Thus, wo learn
from (he account above referred to, that, in 185S, there were eighty-
eight thousand, six hundred ami twenty registered births in London.
Of these, forty-five thousand, two hundred and twenty were boys, and
Forty-three thousand, four hundred, girls. The proportions of deaths
do not materially vary :—there were sixty-three thousand eight hun-
dred and eighty-two deaths—males thirty-two thousand, five hundred
and sixty-three ; females, thirty-one thousand, three hundred and nine-
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